
 

Law Change Impacting Requirements for Licensure for Architects, Professional 
Engineers, and Professional Surveyors 

  

Recent legislation effective April 4, 2017 has amended Article 20 of the Michigan 
Occupational Code (Code), 1980 PA 299.  Pursuant to 2016 PA 435, Section 2005 of the 
Code, which prescribed examination requirements for architects, professional engineers, 
and professional surveyors, was repealed. 2016 PA 435 also reenacts criteria related to 
professional experience and education in the amendments to Section 2004.  
  
2016 PA 435 changes the registration process for applicants who apply for a license in 
Michigan. The Department will no longer be required to pre-approve an applicant to take 
the PE, FS, or PS exams through NCEES.  Due to the timing of the April 4, 2017 effective 
date, this will not impact the applicants taking the April 2017 NCEES PE exam.  Also, the 
Department will no longer be required to pre-approve an applicant to take the Professional 
Surveyor Michigan Practice exam through PSI Services LLC. 
  

This means that applicants must complete all education, experience and exam 
requirements prior to submitting a license application. 
  
The requirement for five references has been eliminated, however, the applicant will have 
to document their professional experience on the application.  
  
Applications will be active for one year from the receipt date, or last incomplete notice 
date, as pursuant to MCL 339.409(3) of the Code.   Applications submitted prior to April 
4, 2017 will continue to be active for 10 years from the receipt date of the application, or 
the date of the last incomplete notice. 
  
The Department is currently working with the Boards to update each profession’s 
administrative rules.    
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